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up their cases, a short journey to the country ought not to
be too great a tax upon their time, if they consider the
extra chances to their patient of an operation or other sur.
gical treatment in a favourable atmosphere. A fairly
extensive experience of unnecessarily incurable cases that
have drifted even to this corner of England induces me to
write strongly on the matter, and every provincial surgeon
will bear me out in my statements. The records of many
apparently favourable results after operation appear in the
statistics of London hospitals, but we have too frequently
to 11 compete the case.’ I trust that you, Sirs, may find
room for this somewhat lengthy communication, in the hope
that the important fact may be emphasised afresh, that the
only chance of successful treatment of a large proportion of
cases of surgical tuberculosis is to move them in their
earliest stage from the vitiated air of the great cities to the
sunlight and fresh air of the country.
I am. Sirs, yours faithfully,
Margate, April 9th, 1892. BERTRAM THORNTON.
INFLUENZA.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,-In a letter which appeared in THE LANCET of
Jan. 23rd, I attempted to controvert the theory that in-
fluenza attacks chiefly the centres of the medulla oblongata
by hinting that the symptoms which might be expected on
such a theory were conspicuous by their absence in ordinary
cases of the disease. It seemed unnecessary after this to point
out that the usual symptoms of influenza in no way indicate
a lesion of the bulb. What are the invariable symptoms in
nine-tenths of the cases of the disease ? Besides febrile
symptoms of a somewhat indefinite and usually mild cha-
racter, there is intense pain referred to the seat of the nerve
centres and various muscles, together with extreme mental
and physical prostration, nothing else. Surely no greater
contrast could be imagined than between such a condition
and that produced by lesions of the bulb. Is it not one of
the most remarkable features in glosso-labio-laryngeal palsy
that a patient whose days are few to live should retain his
mental and physical activity and enjoy almost perfect
immunity from pain ?
As one who has advocated from the first appearance of
the disease in 1889 that influenza does affect chiefly the
nerve centres, I am the last one to deny that in exceptional
cases the vital centre of the bulb may be affected ; indeed
there is little doubt that the causes of many of the unex-
pected fatal issues of the disease are due to the failure of
the vital centres. Until we have reports showing that the
great majority of patients dying from influenza present
some constant lesion, I shall be content to believe that,
whatever the specific change caused by the disease may be,
that it is beyond the present methods of pathologists to
discover. In the cases quoted by Dr. Althaus it will be
seen that the more general the experience the more in-
definite were the lesions found, and in no instance was any
special change in the medulla noted that could be looked
upon as primary. I do not think I shall be alone in con-
sidering influenza to have a depressing effect upon that
ultra-microscopic condition of protoplasm which, for want
of a better word, and in ignorance of its nature, is usually
called its nntrition. The vital centres, as a rule, resist the
action of the poison, but in exceptionable cases are paralysed
by it. Then the vaso-motor centre appears to be most
prone to the attack of the poison, more especially that part
of it that controls the pulmonary and gastric circulations.
The central nervous system generally is always profoundly
influenced by the poison-more, probably, in its sensory and
vaso-motor than in its musculo-motor aspects. The nerve I
endings also seem to be much affected by the poison, and,
by an increase in their irritability, tend to exaggerate the
effect of the morbid condition of the nerve centres.
I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
March, 22nd, 1892. THOS. GLOVER LYON.
SMALL-POX ON BOARD A STEAMER.&mdash;The Anglo-
American Telegraph Company’s steamship Minia, from
London for Halifax, which put in at Plymouth to coal and
proceeded on her voyage on Thursday last, put back to
Plymouth on the 10th inst., small-pox having broken out on
board. She was visited by the port sanitary surgeon, and
the patients removed to the Pique floating hospital for in.
fectious diseases. The Minia has a crew of eighty men.
NORTHERN COUNTIES NOTES.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)
The Med-ical Defence Union.
A MEETING of the Medical Defence Union (North of
England Branch) was held in the council-room of the
College of Medicine, Newcastle (kindly granted for the
meetings of theUnion). Dr. Philipson presided, and Mr.
G. E. Williamson acted as hon. sec. The principal business
was the election of small local committees in each of the
large towns of Northumberland, Durham, Cumberland, and
Westmoreland, to act in connexion with the branch and
the council in Birmingham.
Proposed Memorial to the late Dr. Heath.
An influential meeting of professional and other friends
was held on Friday last, in the library of the Royal Infir.
mary, to promote a memorial to the late Dr. Heath. The
Mayor of Newcastle presided. The attendance would have
been larger but for the inconvenient hour (to most prac-
titioners) at which the meeting was called. It was shown
that Dr. Heath had been associated as lecturer at the
College of Medicine, and with the Royal Infirmary as
surgeon and consulting surgeon, for about forty years. It
was after some discussion decided to open a subscription)
for the purpose of the memorial, and also that it should
take the form of the endowment of a chair in the University
of Durham College of Medicine, and be styled the "Heath
Lectureship in Anatomy." It was shown that this would
accord with one of the objects Dr. Heath had at heart-
namely, the endowment of certain chairs at the College
sufficient to make the holders independent of private prac.
tice, and able therefore to devote their whole time to the
study and teaching of their subjects. The following sub-
scriptions were announced before the meeting closed:-
The College of Medicine (in its corporate capacity), one-
hundred guineas; Drs. Philipson and Gibb, each fifty
guineas ; and about one hundred guineas in other subscrip.
tions’. Dr. Arnison was appointed treasurer, and Lieut. Fox,
R.N., of the College of Medicine, Newcastle, hon. secretary.
Alnwick.
The sewerage of Alnwick not being in a satisfactory condi.
tion, the local board proposed alterations for its improve-
ment and disposal. Towards the estimated cost the Duke of
Northumberland made an offer of 91000. As this was more.
than twelve months ago, it appears that his Grace is dis-
satisfied with the delay of the local board in a matter of
this nature, and he has written through his commissioner to’
the board to say that if the work is not proceeded with
within a month’s time the offer of the &pound;1000 will be with.
drawn.
Newcastle Hospital Sunday Fund.
A meeting of the Hospital Sunday Fund Committee of
Management and Distribution was recently held, and an
interim cash statement as to the collections in 1891 was
presented, which showed that there was brought forward
from the previous year &pound; 450, the collections in places of
worship amounted to .E2276 16s. 4d., manufactories JE2238,
special contributions &pound;76, with interest, making a total
of &pound; 5061 19s. 8d., the collections on the whole being the
largest ever received.
The late Dr. Bruce.
An esteemed citizen of Newcastle, Dr. J. C. Bruce, died
here last Taesday. Dr. Bruce was widely known as a
philanthropist and a learned antiquary, but perhaps best of
all. outside his own city, as the author of a history of the
" Roman Wall." Indeed, it has been well said that
Dr. Bruce made the Roman Wall his own, and knew every
yard of it, from tha Tyne to the Solway. Although not a
medical man, Dr. Bruce was intimately connected with our
profession as a young man. With an idea of a future
missionary life, he went through, at the University of
Glasgow, the curriculum of chemistry, surgery, and
anatomy. Soon after, owing to the death of his father,
and complying with his parent’s wish, he undertook the
direction of a celebrated private school in Newcastle,
the well-known "Bruce’s Academy," which sent forth
a very large number of pupils-Robert Stephenson and
others-who became distinguished in their various walks
in life. Dr. Bruce held several diplomas from learned
bodies so far back as 1825-6, he was a B.A., and M.A. of
his own University, and in 1853 it conferred its LL,D. upon
